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~While there is much that. can be
ceriticized in the secrets revealed in

the Pentagon pupers, one ageney that’

comes out of themn with 2 record for
Cd]h]l“ its shots corrcctly is the Cen-

{ral Tnt (,ngoucc Agency, As Crocker
Snow Jr. pointed oud i1 Jast Sunday’s
Globe, it suggests that the last few
Presidents uhC’L”U have listened more
{0 the CIA than {o the State Depart-
ment, {he Fentagon, the National
Security  Council and  {he White
House advisers,

- ¥ovr it appears Hmi Jf they had,
ihere \xould have bLeen no doubis
about President Dicm’s regime in
Gaigon; the domino theory would not
have been trotted out fo justify the
war, and the yar would not have
been escalated.

. Why were not the CIA reporis
given greater credence? The answ er
may come only wilh less secrecy ih
Washington, Bul perhaps part of the
answer lay in the disastrous 1861
invasion the agency ran at the Bay of

LPigs in Cuba (Jor which President

Kemedy, nonetheless, ook all {he

blame),

And porhaps another part les in
a ‘deliberate  dowuplaving  of ihe
CIA’s role, It had been an op“r'ﬂ:{imnl
as well as en inlell lgence agency

the proposal of Son.

“knowing, for

when John }Oot(‘l Dulles was Sceree
tuwry of Siate and his brother Allen

“was CIA director. But after the Bay

of Pigs, Hobert Xennedy wurged a
Hight Con'ro] of operalions end, ac-
cording {o what CIA. director Richard
Helins {0ld the editors Jast April, the
CIA  was urged to present optinnq
rather hmu hard recominendations,

1t is not publicly known whal rale
it any the CIA played in ih+ fotile
invasion of Cambodia and 1. chor-
tive raid on an empty Novih Viel-
namese  prison  camp,  Fpowugle ds-
known about itz vole in Lios {o mak ¢
it subjeet to severe criticismn, how-
cver, -

All of this makes more aliraclive
John Sherman
Cooper that the CIA shere its intelli-
gence estimates with Congress, which
basses on s secrel budgel without
he most part, where
the money goes. This woulkd help
Congress reach a judgment on impor-
{ant policy cquestions,

Al a {ime

.

whon Congress s

rightly reasserling its responsibility,

that would be most helpful, 11 would
be infinilcly preferable to having to

~vole on the basis of limited informa-
dion desigined to support
tive policies,

administra-




